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WORLD  SHEEP  NUMBERS  IN  195O  AND  1951 

World  sheep  numbers  at  the  "beginning  of  1951  are  estimated  by  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  at  fS2  million  head  compared  with  73^  million 
head  a  year  earlier.     This  represents  an  increase  of  U  percent  and  places  current 
numbers'  2  percent  above  the  1936-MO  prewar  average.     The  gain  during  1950  was 
the  largest  increase  for  any  one  of  the  postx^ar  years.     Sheep  producers,  react- 
ing to  strong  wool  prices  and  generally  favorable  weather  conditions,  were 
encouraged  in  1950  to  expand  flocks.-    The  expansion  was  greatest  in  the  major 
producing  areas,  but  gains  in  other  countries  were  important. 

In  most  parts  of  the  world,  price?  for  wool,  prospective  prices  for  mutton 
and  lamb,  and  the  over-all  economic  situation,  as  well  as  the  current  favorable 
grazing  outlook,  indicate  a  continued  rise  in  sheep  and  lamb  numbers  during 
1951*     If  the  policy  of  expanding  numbers  is  generally  followed,  it  will  result 
■in  fewer  sheep  and  lambs  for  slaughter;  therefore  the  sheep  industry  cannot 
"be  looked  to  for  any  contribution  toward  increased  meat  supplies  this  year. 
Beyond  1951  the  trend  will  be  governed  largely  by  weather  contitions  and  by  the 
demand  for  wool,  including  that  for  military  purposes. 


SHEEP:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents,  averages  l9?6-hO 
and  19U1-U5,  annual  1950-51 


Increase  (/)  or 

Continent 

Average 

Ave  rage 

decrease  (-) 

or  area 

1936-UO 

;  19U1-U5 

1950  1/ 

:    1951  1/ 

1951. 

1951 

.1936-40 

1950 

Thousand? 

'.Thousands 

'.Thousands 

!  Thousands 

:  Percent 

:  Percent 

North  America 

62, 700 : 

60,800 

3S, 200 

39,000 

!  ^3* 

;  /2 

Europe 

123,700 

•  113,100: 

113,600 

L  118,100 

•     /  u 

Soviet  Union  ! 

66,000 

2/  ■ 

78,000 

86 , 000 

.  hi 

:  /lO 

Asia 

.  152,600: 

2/  : 

1U6.300 

'  lU7,800 

/  1 

South  America 

.  100,900 

*  113?700 

120,000  : 

12^,-300 

U ; 

Africa 

100,000. 

101,1+00: 

91,000 

93  ,-700 

-  6 

/  3 

Oceania 

lHU.OOO: 

153.200, 

•  IU6.800  : 

152,800  : 

/  6 

/  h 

To  tal  i 

7^9,900- 

754,500: 

733,900  : 

761,700 

•      /  2 

!         /  U 

l/  Preliminary.     2/  Estimate  included    in  world  total. 

Sheep  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1951  in  most  of  the  important  sheep- 
producing  countries  were  either  increased  or  maintained  near  their  early  1950 
level.     Substantial  gains  were  estimated  for  Australia,  .New  Zealand,   the  Soviet 
Union,   the  United  Kingdom,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Spain,  Greece,  Iran,  Algeria, 
Syria,  French  Morocco  and  Tunisia,  while  declines  were  reported  in  Turkey  and 


-  2  - 


Western  Germany.    Despite  the  continued  advancement  of  numbers  in  many  coun- 
tries and  the  reversal  of  downward  trends  in  others,  such  important  sheep- 
producing  countries  as  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  China,  India, 
Algeria,  Tunisia  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  continue  to  he  under  their 
respective  prewar  levels.     Iran  and  French  Morocco,  reported  "below  their  1936-^0 
averages  last  year,  are  now  "believed  to  have  equaled  or  exceeded  their  prewar 
levels. 


SHEEP  NUMBERS  ON  COUNTRY  BASIS 


NORTF  AMERICA  1 

Sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  and  ranches  in  the  United  States  increased 
762,000  head  during  1950  to  an  estimated  31.5  million  head  on  January  1,  1351. 
This  increase  is  the  first  reported  in  8  years  following  a  decline  which 
carried  January  1  inventories  from  56.2  million  head  in  19^+2  to  }0.J  million 
last  year.     The  increase  in  numbers  was  generally  associated  with  the  greatly 
improved  position  of  sheep  production  versus  other  farm  enterprises  as  regards 
prices  and  returns  from  wool  and  meat,  smaller  ewe  and  lamb  losses,  reduced 
slaughter  in  195^»  and  a  good  lamb  crop.     Large  holding  of  ewe  lambs  will 
provide  sufficient  replacements  to  continue  the  upward  trend  in  numbers. 
Current  prices  for  wool  and  lamb  and  mutton  are  very  high  and  are  expected 
to  remain  high  during  the  year. 

Total  sheep  and  lamb  numbers  in  Canada  as  estimated  by  the  Dominion  Bureau 
of  Statistics  on  December  1,  195^  increased  slightly  to  1,268,000  head  compared 
with  the  estimate  of  1,259iOOO  on  December  1,  19U9.     Strong  prices  for  wool 
and  meat  contributed  to  reverse  the  downward  trend  in  Canadian  sheep  numbers 
in  effect  since  19^5*     There  is  a  moderate  renewed  interest  in  sheep  raising. 
It  is  expected  that  there  may  be  a  small  increase  in  numbers  as  increased 
holdings  of  lambs  indicate  that  more  ewe  lambs  will  be  retained  for  the 
rebuilding  of  flocks. 

Based  on  scattered  information,  the  sheep  population  in  Mexico  at  the  end 
of  1950  was  estimated  at  5*1  million  head,  almost  identical  as  that  estimated 
for  19^9.     The  current  sheep  population  is  roughly  6  percent  above  the  1936-UO 
prewar  average. 

EUROPE : 

Sheep  and  lamb  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  continued  to  increase  but 
at  a  slow  rate.     In  June  of  1950«  numbers  were  placed  at  20. k  million  head 
compared  with  19.5  million  in  June  19U9  and  15.U  million  in  December  195O 
compared  with  lU. 8  million  in  December  19^9*     The  number  of  ewes  for  breeding 
increased  from  7.1  million  in  September  19U9  to  J.U  million  in  September  1950 
which  reveals  a  further  increase.     It  is  reported  as  not  likely  that  sheep 
numbers  will  reach  the  prewar  level  of  roughly  26  million  head  in  view  of  the 
competition  of  dairy  animals.    However  higher  wool  prices  if  reflected  to 
farmers  may  stimulate  production.     In  general,  the  policy  of  the  United  Kingdom 
is  one  of  direct  encouragement  to  the  sheep  industry.     Average  prices  for  meat 
animals  were  recently  increased  by  10  percent  in  an  effort  to  increase  output. 
The  number  of  lambs  born  in  1950,  or  those  under  one  year  of  age  in  June  195O, 
totaled  8.7  million  compared  with  g.U  million  in  June" of  I9U9. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:     Number  of  sheep  on  farms  by  principal 

classes,  1939,  19u6-50 


Date 


1939- 

June 

December 

19ii6- 

June 

December 

19U7- 

June 

December 

19U8- 

June 

September 

December 

19h9- 

June 

.September 

December 

1950- 

June 

September 

December  l/ 

Ewes 
for 
breeding 


Thousands 

10,975 
11,065 
•Q(s29h 
7,387 
7,1U3 
6,723 
7,5U5 
7,056 
7,060 
7,7U6 
7,135 
7,01*1 
8,070 
7,365 


Other  Sheep 


One  year 
old  and 
over 


Thousands 

3,810 
2,508 
3 ,601; 
3,025 
3,363 
2,6i;7 
2,911 
3,090 

2,365 
3,388 

3,565 
2,762 
3,670 
3,761 


l/    Preliminary  unofficial  estimate „ 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics  * 


Under 
one  year 


Thousands 

12,102 

6,U65 
8,i*60 

5,oao 

6,207 
3,989 
7,708 

6,707 
It,  785 
8,359 
7,223 
5,029 
8,668 
7,318 


Total 


Thousands 

26,887 
20,038 
20,358 
15,U52 
16,713 
13,359 
18,162; 

16,853 
lii,  210 

19,i;93 
17,923 
lh,832 
20,i;08 

15,U05 


According  to  available  data,  sheep  numbers  in  Spain  have  increased 
substantially  during  the  post  Spanish  civil  war  period.     The  estimated 
number  of  sheep  and  lambs  is  now  reckoned  to  be  near  26  million  head,  a  13 
percent  increase  above  the  number  estimated  a  year  earlier.  Favorable 
pasture  conditions  plus  strong  prices  for  wool  curtailed  slaughtering  in 
1950  and  encouraged  flock  expansion. 

Good  weather  conditions  in  Portugal  and  the  international  shortage  of 
wool  had  a  stimulating  effect  on  sheep  production.    It  is  believed  that 
current  numbers  are  slightly  greater  than  last  year  and  probably  exceed  the 
prewar  level. 

Sheep  numbers  in  France  were  officially  placed  in  October  1950  at 
7,U70,000  head,  about  the  same  as  reported  for  19^9,  but  23  percent  below 
prewar.    The  feed  supply  has  been  favorable  since  the  spring  of  1950.  Rains 


during  the  fall  of  1950  were  favorable  to  the  development  of  pastures  and 
meadows  and  the  relatively  mild  winter  has  enabled  farmers  to  keep  livestock 
out  of  doors  much  of  the  time  in  a  great  part  of  the  country., 

The  sheep  and  lamb  population  of  Rumania,  Bulgaria  and  Yugoslavia,  the 
principal  sheep  producing  countries  in  southeastern  Europe,  were  probably 
maintained  despite  drought  conditions  which  eherply  limited  feed  supplies. 
With  the  exception  of  Rumania,  sheep  numbers  are  believed  to  be  near  the 
1936-1*0  average.    A  favorable  crop  and  pasture  situation  during  1951  would 
probably  increase  numbers B 

Sheep  and  lamb  numbers  in  Western  Germany  fell  off  according  to  the 
December  1950  census.    Numbers  were  estimated  at  I,61j2,000  bead,  a 
19  percent  decline  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.    Numbers  are  now 
below  the  prewar  average  for  the  first  time  in  the  postwar  period.  The 
reduction  in  bred  females  shows  that  the  decline  has  not  yet  come  to  an  end. 
Polish  sheep  numbers  are  reported  to  have  increased  during  1950. 

In  Greece,  sheep  numbers  were  estimated  in  December  1°50  at  7,1^9*000 
head,  a  13  percent  increase  when  compared  with  6,337,°00  head  reported  for 
19ii9»    The  current  sheep  population  is  now  lh  percent  below  prewar. 
Although  severe  weather  in  early  1950  adversely  affected  range  conditions 
for  sheep  and  the  summer  drought  reduced  forage  crop  production,  grazing 
and  pasture  conditions  during  1950  were  generally  very  good,  especially 
during  the  last  3  months  of  the  year.    The  unusually  mild  weather  this  past 
winter  greatly  aided  lambing e    Supplementation  of  local  flocks  with  imports 
of  foreign  breeds  which  readily  adjust  to  the  climatic  conditions  have  con- 
tributed to  increase  sheep  numbers  in  Greece. 

SOVIET  UNION: 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  sheep  numbers  have  increased  and  are  far  above 
the  1936-UO  prewar  level.    Current  information  reveals  numbers  at  the 
beginning  of  1951  to  be  close  to  86  million  head,  a  10  percent  increase 
compared  with  78  inillion  a  year  earlier.    The  sheep  and  lamb  population 
of  the  U.S.S.R.  is  now  placed  roughly  at  30  percent  above  prewar. 


ASIA: 


In  Asia,  India,  Turkey,  China,  Iran,  Iraq  and  Pakistan  are  the  important 
sheep-raiaing  countries  and  produce  about  80  percent  of  the  sheep  on  the 
continent.    Numbers  in  Iran  and  Iraq  increased  because  of  good  pastures  and 
mild  weather.     The  outlook  for  a  good  lamb  crop  this  year  is  favorable. 
The  sheep  population  of  Turkey  as  reported  in  early  l°5l  was  estimated  at 
22,128,000  head,  a  k  percent  decline  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
Numbers  are  now  only  2  percent  above  prewar.    Sheep  numbers  in  China  and 
India  are  believed  to  have  remained  about  the  same  as  during  the  past  two 
years.     In  India  the  total  sheep  population  is  reckoned  close  to  38,900,000 
head,  around  5  percent  below  the  1936-UO  average.     Numbers  in  Pakistan  may 
have  tapered  somewhat,  and  are  still  substantially  below  prewar. 


AFRICA: 


Outstanding  increases  in  sheep  numbers  were  registered  in  Algeria,  French 
Moroaoo  and  Tunisia.     A  minor  increase  was  also  reported  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa.     The  195O-5I  winter  in  Algeria,  characterized  "by  abundant  rainfall,  has 
"been  very  favorable  for  sheep  production.     Much  progress  was  made  towards 
reconstructing  the  sheep  population  which  was  drastically  reduced  in  the  19H5-H6 
drought.     Numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1951  were  estimated  close  to  5  million 
head,  10  percent  above  the  sheep  population  a  year  earlier,  but  roughly  20 
percent  below  the  1936-UO  prewar  level. 

Sheep  and  lambs  in  French  Morocco  were  estimated  in  early  1951  a^  roughly 
10  million  head,  a  9  percent  increase  compared  with  a  year  earlier.  Numbers 
are  now  on  a  par  with  the  1936-UO  prewar  average.    Although  grazing  conditions 
since  October  195^  have  been  better  than  average  because  of  unusually  heavy 
rainfall,  lambing  was  adversely  affected  by  the  cold  damp  weather. 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  sheep  and  lambs  totaled  31,908,000  head 
according  to  the  August  l9*+9  census.    Numbers  are  believed  to  have  increased 
slightly  during  1950*    The  191+9-50  grazing  season  was  relatively  favorable 
compared  with  the  previous  year  when  the  livestock  industry  received  a  setback 
due  to  drought.    Pastures  are  presently  reported  as  better  than  any  other  time 
since  prewar. 

SOUTH  AMERICA: 

Argentine  sheep  numbers  are  expected  to  approach  50  million  in  July  of  this 
year,  a  population  about  6  percent  greater  than  reported  in  mid-1950  ana  11 
percent  above  the  1936-UO  prewar  level.     The  increase  in  numbers  is  attributed 
to  the  favorable  wool  prices  causing  the  retention  of  breeding  ewes.  Pasture 
conditions  were  improved  during  the  second  half,  of  1950*     The  principal 
expansion  so  far  has  been  in  Buenos  Aires  province.    A  major  increase  in 
patagonian  numbers  does  not  appear  likely  as  present  numbers  are  probably  near 
the  maxioum  which  can  be  expected  for  the  southern  regions  where  carrying 
capacity  is  limited  by  the  danger  of  overgrazing  and  serious  wind  erosion. 

In  Uruguay,  sheep  numbers  were  estimated  in  late  195^  a*  26  million  head, 
a  U  percent  increase  over  19^9*     The  sheep  population  is  presently  at  a  record 
level,  being  U5  percent  above  the  1936-UO  prewar  average.    Sheep  numbers  have 
risen  to  this  level  because  of  the  high  price  for  wool  which  has  epiraled 
steadily.    Indications  for  1951  are  f°r  a  continued  downward  trend  in  cattle 
with  a  corresponding  increase  in  sheep. 

Sheep  numbers  in  Brazil  have  maintained  their  postwar  level  and  are  sub- 
stantially abeve  prewar.    Due  to  the  increased  demand  for  wool,  slaughter  was 
curtailed  during  19^8  and  19^9*    The  slaughter  of  sheep  increased  during  I950t 
but  was  attributed  to  the  culling  of  sheep  older  than  3  years  which  vrere  not 
good  wool  producers  and  to  imports  of  Uruguayan  culls. 
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In  Chile ,   the  situation  as  regards  sheep  numbers  has  remained  fairly 
static  in  recent  years.     A  somewhat  higher  death  loss  in  lambs  was  suffered 
in  1950  because  of  unfavorable  weather*    Consequently,   total  sheep  numbers 
may  be  slightly  reduced.     Grazing  conditions  during  195^  were  generally  good. 
Sheep  numbers  in  Peru,  according  to  a  May  195^  estimate,  were  around  17,748,000 
head,  a  very  slight  increase  over  the  last  official  census  of  December  19^7* 
Numbers  are  roughly  20  percent  above  prewar,    A  favorable  outlook  is  reported 
for  an  increase  in  sheep  production 


Australian  sheep  and  lamb  numbers  as  reported  in  an  early  195^  census 
amounted  to  112,891,000  head,  a  3.8  percent  increase  when  compared  with  the 
previous  year.    Current  numbers  are  placed  in  a  preliminary  estimate  at  118 
million  head.     The  much  more  rapid  and  sizable  increase  in  the  price  of  wool 
than  in  the  price  of  lamb  and  mutton  during  the  past  year  has  placed  a  premium 
on  wool  growing  rather  than  lamb  production,,    As  a  result,  wether  numbers 
increased  substantially  during  the  1949-50  livestock  year.     It  appears  certain 
that  sheep  numbers  will  continue  to  increase  with  extremely  favorable  feed 
conditions  over  most  of  the  three  eastern  mainland  states  and  the  northern 
territory.     However,     tl»  widespread  rainfall  over  normally  dry  areas  may 
cause  difficulties  with  parasitic  dises.ses  in  the  flocks. 


OCEANIA: 


AUSTRALIA:    Number  of  ftheep,  by  principal  classes, 
as  of  March  3I1  1951  with  comparison. 


Date 


Under  1  Yr. 


1  year  and  over 


Lambs  & 

Hoggets 


Rams 


Breeding  :  Other 
ewes        :  ewes 


We  thers 


Total 


19^3  •  24,668  :  /  '1,651  :  567674  :  ST&fc 

19UU  :  25,431  :  1,615  :  53,636  :  11,878 

19^5  !  18,440  :  1,427  i  46,685  :  11,068 

1946  :  16, 058  :■  1,301  :  47,652  1  6,383 

19^7  :  18,617  :  1,332  s  ^7,672  :  5,6l5 

19^8  :  23,OUO  :  1,334  :  49,771  :  5,432 

1949  :  23,442  :  1*443  :  50,855  •  6,797 

1950  s  23,039  :  1,497  :  52,122  :  6,982 

1951  2/    :        —  : 


111,058 
124,615 
123,174 
105,371 
96,396 
95,723 
102,559 
108, 728 
112,891 
118,000 


31,986\ 
30,6l4 

27,751 
25,002 
22,487 

22,932 
26,191 
29,251 


l/  December  31.      2/  Preliminary  unofficial  estimate 


Compiled  from  official  sources, 
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The  number  of  sheep  in  New  Zealand,  as  reported  by  the  April  195^  census, 
amounted  to  33,852,000  head  of  which  21,880,000  were  ewes.    The  1950  total 
was  3  percent  greater  than  estimated  in  l9*+9  and  wes  the  highest  since  19^-5 
when  a  total  of  3*+  million  head  was  recorded.    The  195^  ewe  population  was  at 
a  record  level,  reflecting  an  increased  interest  in  flock  expansion.  The 
abundance  of  pasture  and  high  wool  prices  have  altered  marketing  schedules 
and  have  encouraged  producers  to  retain  a  greater  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on 
farms.     Therefore  in  1951  sheep  numbers  should  show  a  sizable  increase*. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It. is  based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign 
Service  reports. 
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